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That Lake Mahopac, so rich in history, tradition and scenic beauty, has not been the subject of some author s
thought ere this is a matter of surprise to the writer. In my research work among people as well as books, | have
striven to differentiate between the historical and traditional gleanings. To get at the real history of this lake,
running back to the days of the Wappinger Indians, and to corroborate all the facts has not been an easy task.
The work along traditional lines was not so arduous. This is the birthplace of tradition. As to the scenic beauty:
It lies about the lake on every side in such great wealth that one can truly sing when under its charm, I care not
for riches, neither silver nor gold. In this triple effort I do not claim to tell all that Mahopac has been, is or will
be, but | have tried to be thorough and logical in what | have done. If it seems that some links are missing from
the historic chain that girdles the lake, let it be remembered that such links are made the subjects of chapters
which in themselves are complete. Large monetary results may not come from this volume, but | have gotten
my reward in penning the lines that form it, for none could think and write upon the beauties and charms of
Lake Mahopac without being lifted to an atmosphere higher and holier than envelops most places. After all, the
book merely tells why the tourist and traveler sojourn here and why people come from all parts...
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